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Protocol 104: AHDB Recommended Lists (RL) for cereals and oilseeds: Oilseeds sampling protocol for UK Recommended List trials and AHDB funded UK Variety List trials (H2026)
(Version 2026.1, June 2026)

This protocol was believed to comply with relevant agrochemical, environmental and other regulations at the time of writing but it is the responsibility of the contractor to ensure that it continues to comply. In the event of non-compliance the protocol should not be followed but the RL Senior Field Trials Manager should be notified at once of how the protocol requirements would breach regulations.

Any deviation from this protocol other than under the circumstances described above may result in a breach of contract and should be agreed in advance.

While the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board seeks to ensure that the information contained within this document is accurate at the time of printing, no warranty is given in respect thereof and, to the maximum extent permitted by law, the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board accepts no liability for loss, damage or injury howsoever caused (including that caused by negligence) or suffered directly or indirectly in relation to information and opinions contained in or omitted from this document.

Reference herein to trade names and proprietary products without stating that they are protected does not imply that they may be regarded as unprotected and thus free for general use. No endorsement of named products is intended, nor is any criticism implied of other alternative, but unnamed, products.

AHDB Cereals & Oilseeds is a part of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB).
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Changes from previous version
Table 1: Summary of changes relative to previous version of this document

	Page no.
	Section
	Details of change

	4
	3
	Updated delivery address for Niab Park Farm
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Part 1: Sample collection
[bookmark: _Toc199257432][bookmark: _Toc229493771]1.1. General
Please note that this protocol is reviewed annually and distributed pre-harvest.

It is essential that all samples are representative of the variety/plot from which they are taken and it is important to minimise the risk of contamination from seed remaining from the previous variety when combining. Samples should not be taken until nearing the end of the plot, so that seed is flowing fully from the combine elevator. The specified sample weight must be collected in all cases. Do not over fill sample bags since this can cause problems during transit and sample storage.

[bookmark: _Toc199257433][bookmark: _Toc229493772]1.2. Labels and bags
Labels, polythene bags for dry matter/oil content/ALA and cloth bags for glucosinolate testing will be supplied by AHDB. Please use this protocol and the associated spreadsheet to check that you have been sent all the labels and bags you require. It is important that you do not leave this checking until harvest – please do it well before the harvest begins so that any problems can be rectified straight away.

The labels supplied are pre-printed with details of the trial from which the samples are being taken, together with the plot number and/or variety identity. This information is printed on each label twice, separated by a perforation to make separation of the halves easy.

For dry matter samples, one half of the harvest label should be placed within the sample after which as much air should be expelled as possible by gently applying pressure.  The bag should be sealed by folding the top over twice and securing with a rubber band around the length of the bag.  The outer label should be placed under this rubber band and held in place by a second band placed at right angles to the first.

[bookmark: _Toc199257434][bookmark: _Toc229493773]1.3. Packaging and transporting samples
All samples of the same rep should be packaged together and separate from other samples. Strong sacks should be used to hold the samples, which should be clearly labelled with the contents (i.e. the sample type). 25 kg per item is normally the carriers’ weight limit. 

The outer sack address labels should identify the contents and indicate whether or not the samples have been dried. 
[bookmark: _Toc199257435][bookmark: _Toc229493774]Part 2: Samples required
[bookmark: _Toc199257436][bookmark: _Toc229493775]2.1. Dry matter
200 g dry matter samples should be collected from each yield plot. The appended spreadsheet details the sites and varieties to be sampled. 

Dry matter/moisture content should be determined by trial managers using the oven method unless they have the prior permission of the RL Senior Field Trials Manager and/or VL Technical Manager. 

Oven dry matter determination can be undertaken by Niab by prior arrangement. 

Contact Daniel Delgado-Rosas Daniel.Delgado-Rosas@niab.com 
[bookmark: _Toc199257437][bookmark: _Toc229493776]The dried material should not be discarded since it is used to determine oil content (see below).
2.2. Oil Content/ALA 
Oil content and ALA (spring linseed only) analyses are performed on the dry matter samples and no separate samples are required. Those sites conducting dry matters on site should send the oven-dried material to Daniel Delgado-Rosas (details below). Sites drying their own samples should bulk the dried plot samples and then provide a single 200 g sub-sample, sending it to Niab at the same address.

[bookmark: _Toc199257438][bookmark: _Toc229493777]2.3. Glucosinolate
Glucosinolate samples are a requirement for selected VL trials – one per plot, please refer to the VL sampling protocol. They are not required from RL or AHDB funded VL2 trials, unless specifically requested.
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Part 3: Contacts 

At the time of dispatch of samples please notify by email Daniel Delgado-Rosas (see below) and the RL Senior Field Trials Manager Georgia Baxter (RL and AHDB funded VL2 trials) that they are in transit.

Table 2: Sample and contact details 

	Sample type
	Contact details
	Lab Address:

	Oil content (winter and spring oilseed rape)

Oil content/ALA (spring linseed)

If (by prior arrangement) Niab are to determine dry matter content, this is also the address to which samples should be sent.
	Tel: 01223 341587
E-mail: Daniel.Delgado-Rosas@niab.com 

	Niab Park Farm
Daniel Delgado-Rosas
Barn 2
Niab Park Farm Campus
Villa Road
Histon
Cambridge
CB24 9AT 
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AHDB, Siskin Parkway East, Middlemarch Business Park, Coventry CV3 4PE 	

Email: info@ahdb.org.uk
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